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FEELING of security, that turned out to be unjustified 
over-confidence, on the part of the builders and owners 
of the steamship Titanic, which sank two hours after strik- 
ing an iceberg, is, in a degree, analogous to the confidence 
reposed by architects and owners in the fire-resisting quali- 
ties of so-called fireproof buildings which have been de- 
stroyed. Surprise is always expressed at the burning of a 
“fireproof” building, and numerous possible causes and weak 
features are pointed out after the fire. Too little previous 
thought is given to the serious possibilities of a fire. In too 
many cases over-confidence in the fire-resistive character of 
a building on the part of its tenants breeds carelessness, 
which, in turn, results in the loss of the building and its con- 
tents. Every available material and form of construction de- 
signed to minimize the fire danger should be eagerly seized 
upon by architects and propertyowners and utilized in build- 
ing operations. Nevertheless, it matters not how absolute 
may be the belief in the power of a building to withstand a 
fire, over-confidence should be guarded against, for few, if 
any, buildings are absolutely proof against the effects of a 
hot and long-continued fire fed by combustible contents or 
by adjoining structures. Confidence is the stimulation of 
life, but over-confidence often leads to disaster. It was be- 
cause of over-confidence in the buoyancy of the Titantic on 
the part of her owners that so few lifeboats were supplied 
for her, and the great loss of life was, in part, due to a 
similar feeling among the passengers and crew that she was 
unsinkable. 





HE committee on law appointed by the National Board 

of Fire Underwriters to organize and supervise the 
legislative bureau authorized at the last annual meeting has 
a grave undertaking before it, because of the necessity of plac- 
ing in that body of men timber capable of coping with the 
rating questions that are likely to arise in any State at any 
time. The duty that falls to the law committee is to select 
men who are most thoroughly familiar with the subject, as 
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well as being business men of big affairs, for they will be 
called upon to secure harmonious action on the part of Insur- 
ance Commissioners throughout the country and to bring 
about harmony in legislation in the various States. Also 
under the watchful care of this committee will be the laws 
to be made by cities and the existing laws in both cities and 
States. The importance of this committee, therefore, is 
plainly seen; and while delay in deciding on the members 
should be avoided, too much care cannot be taken in select- 
ing as high-grade a bureau as possible, composed of men who 
can give sufficient time to the important affairs which will, 
in the course of events, confront them. Before next winter 
the committee should have prepared a well-defined plan of 
action, and have instituted measures which will lead to 
proper consideration of fire underwriting interests on the part 
of law-makers. 





Y the aid of the intelligent services of the Fire Insur- 
ance Brokers Association the New York Insurance 
Department should be able to accomplish satisfactory results 
in a campaign to eliminate undesirable or unworthy brokers. 
The brokers’ organization has enlisted the experienced co- 
operation of all its members, who are expected to report all 
cases which come under their observation where the holder 
of a license is not entitled, under the law, to receive commis- 
sions for business. The campaign should be successful in 
removing probably one thousand names from the list for one 
reason or other. If there is a license law on the statute 
books, the Department should see that it is strictly enforced. 
There is every reason to believe that the Department will take 
up its new duties as regards qualifications of brokers with 
energy and despatch, and as the new law becomes effective 
October 1 next, the Department should have ample time be- 
fore January I, 1913, to investigate the names on its list, so 
that any mistakes which were made in granting licenses orig- 
inally may be rectified when application is made for renewal 
on the first of next year. 





T has been left to Coalinga, Cal., to discover a new hazard 
to be covered by fire insurance. Water is so scarce in 
that section of the State that it is very valuable, and has to 
be brought from another city and stored. The municipal 
authorities have been much worried of late about this valuable 
water and applied to a company to have it covered by fire in- 
surance. This is said to be the only water covered by fire 
insurance in the country. So, when there is a fire in Coalinga, 
the precious, insured water is turned on the blaze; but this 
does not result in the complications that would arise if any 
other insured hazard were placed on a fire. 





HE United States Circuit Court has refused to interfere 

in the State rating law tangle in Kentucky by declining 

to enjoin the State authorities from administering the law. 
The judges took the ground that a Federal court should not 
declare a State law unconstitutional, as a question of law, un- 
less a reasonable uncertainty exists that the law is invalid; 
and it has not yet appeared, as a matter of fact, that the law 
places any undue burden upon the companies or invades their 
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vested rights. If the time shall come when a company would 
be in imminent danger of losing its’ license for refusing to 
comply with the law in question, a different situation would 
be presented, and the court might then feel warranted in tak- 
ing action. The decision seems rather unsatisfactory from 
the underwriters’ viewpoint, as it leaves unsettled the main 
question as to which they desired an opinion. Apparently 
the only way in which the matter can be brought to a head is 
for some company to refuse to comply with the law. How- 
ever, the case will be appealed to the United States Supreme 
Court. 





PRESIDENT DARWIN P. KINGSLEY OF THE NEW YORK LIFE. 


Five Years’ Record of an Able Executive—Company Shows In- 
creased Earnings and Decreased Expenses—New 
Conditions All Complied With. 


On June 17, 1907, the trustees of the New York Life Insurance 
Company selected as the executive head of that great institution a 
man who had, through years of training, proved himself fitted to 
occupy the most important office in it. Now that five years have 
passed the unanimous verdict of the policyholders and the public 
generally is that in choosing Darwin P. Kingsley as president the 
trustees made no mistake, and that the wisdom of their choice has 
been amply demonstrated. Conditions in the life insurance world at 
that time were such as to call for the highest qualities of executive 
management, coupled with a full knowledge and thorough under- 
standing of the business. New legislation had been enacted, in some 
respects revolutionary in its character, which could best be applied 
to an active-going concern by one who was thoroughly familiar with 
old methods, and at the same time wise enough to effect improye- 
ments in system without endangering the entire structure. 

It is now a matter of history that the New York Life has during 
the past five years conformed with every requirement of the laws 
enacted by the State of its birth, as well as those of other States and 
foreign countries wherever it is represented, and is almost im- 
measurably stronger than at the beginning of the period. Under 
President Kingsley the company has gradually surmounted all ob- 
stacles, increased its business, shown improved benefits and results to 
its policyholders, while at the same time it has effected real economies 
in the management and increased the earning power of its assets. 

The five years of Mr. Kingsley’s administration represent a period 
of great constructive work. The changes in the laws to a large 
degree impaired the efficiency of the wonderful machinery which 
had been built up by the New York Life, especially in that part of 
it relating to the agency work. The company was forbidden to write 
a volume of business exceeding one-half of what had previously been 
accomplished, which, of itself, presented a serious problem in accord- 
ing fair treatment to thousands of agents whose occupation was 
practically taken away from them. A limit was imposed upon 
expenses chargeable to the procurement of new business, and other 
economies were ordered by legislative enactment. Besides all this 
the company had to abandon the form of policy hitherto in use and 
issue one in which every provision was fixed by law, and one which, 
on the whole, was less attractive to the insuring public. One by one 
these obstacles were overcome, the company rapidly adapted itself to 
the changed conditions, and the opportunity soon presented itself 
for increased business. 

In all this constructive work President Kingsley took a most active 
part, not only in the councils of his own company but in the wider 
field of enlisting the interest of the public. By means of articles in 
the leading papers of the country, and by addresses beforé public 
bodies, he worked incessantly for an amelioration of such of the 
legislation as was detrimental to the best interests of life insurance. 
It was a long campaign, but, diligently and skillfully conducted, it led 
to ultimate success, and not only the New York Life but all other 
companies owe profuse thanks to Mr. Kingsley for the unremitting 
energy he displayed all through. 

Details of the growth of the New York Life during the past five 





THE SPECTATOR 


306 








[Thursday 





years indicate that the public is eager to be enrolled among its 
policyholders because of its staunchness and efficient management. 
Although the law imposes a limitation on expenses this company finds 
that it can be conducted even more economically than the law 


requires. And so in every department of its business there has been 


manifest greater efficiency each year, resulting in better earnings 
on the invested assets, greater persistency in the business in force 
and an extension of service to the public. 

In the better education of the public as to the benefits and advan- 
tages of life insurance Mr. Kingsley has worked with good effect. 
While such work naturally redounds primarily to the company of 
which he is the head, yet its influence is felt by all life insurance 
companies and the entire body of policyholders is benefited thereby. 
His five years as president have been extremely busy ones. He can 
look back upon them conscious of good work performed, and look 
forward to the future with confidence that the foundations have been 
laid for still greater achievements. 


FIRE INSURANCE TOPICS 


NEW YORK SURVEYS. 


Col. A. H. Wray Returns.—Col. A. H. Wray, of the Palantine of 
London and the Commercial Union of London and New York, re- 
turned Saturday from Europe on the “Lusitania.” 














Power to Revoke License After January 1.—Under the present 
brokerage law Superintendent of Insurance William T. Emmet, in 
replying to an inquiry, says that the Insurance Department has no 
power to revoke a broker’s certificate because of wrongful practices 
of the individual. An amendment to the law goes into effect January 
I next empowering the Department to take the necessary action to 
correct improper practices by revoking the licenses where facts 
warrant it. 

Arrests for Violating Smoking Law.—The first arrests made 
under the new fire prevention law relating to smoking in factories 
were made last week by Chief William Masterson of the bureau and 
his agent Timothy F, O’Connell, when four men were taken in 
custody. Two of the men were discharged by Magistrate Murphy 
and the others were paroled in order to have corporation counsel 
authorize the penalty. One of the men arrested was Morris Bloom, 
of the firm of Knoble & Bloom, suit manufacturers at No. 43 East 
Eighth street, who walked from the office of his establishment to the 
factory with a cigar between his teeth. He was one of the men dis- 
missed. Masterson told the court that factory owners are having 
much trouble because of the threats of employees to strike when 
deprived of smoking. 

Singular Reason for Non-Payment of Premium.—We heard of 
a singular reason for the non-payment of a premium a few days ago. 
The propertyowner asserted that the policies were incorrect and 
invalid because of a warranty inserted relating to an electric light 
certificate. The owner said he never had any certificate from the 
Board, although the electric fixtures were installed and he had asked 
for one. It appeared he had a defective equipment, and the inspector 
had refused to pass it. His policies were running along unpaid for 
while a mild controversy was in progress relative to the alleged 
defects. The premiums are not yet paid, but it seems the Exchange 
forms clearly provide for a certificate, although not a word is said 
about forfeiture or invalidity in the event that no certificate is 
granted. In this particular risk the building was in course of cof- 
struction and the insurance was for his benefit. The companies in- 
terested are angry, but it is unlikely they will begin a suit to collect 
lest. the electric light permits now used in this city may be subject 
to an excoriation from the courts for their variety. 

Receipts of Electrical Department.—The receipts of the elec- 
tricity department of the New York Board last month were neafly 
$1000 less thatt the previous month, while the inspections, approvals 
and certificates showed a large increase, The president of a city 
company was struck by this discovery atid inquired the reason—less 
additions to the inspections which are paid for and slower pay by the 
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contractors. It appears there is quite a credit system in the dealings 
of the contractors, and it has been singularly fortunate in escaping 
bad debts. The mechanical work in May doubtless left more to be 
done than usual. 


Why the California Withdraws from East.—The California 
Insurance Company retires from the East on the last day of this 
month. Its business has been transferred to the Monongahela Under- 
writers. It is no mystery why the California, with a splendid record 
of profit for three years’ trial, withdrew. It was because of a fear 
of a great conflagration in some Eastern city, engendered by the fire 
in the Equitable Life building last January. 


Delay Causing Embarrassment.—The finance committee of the 
Board has been considering an uniform system of bookkeeping for 
the standing committees which receive fees from the public and the 
companies. They have been in conference with an audit company, 
and have discussed several forms which are desired to harmonize the 
various committees in bookkeeping. The audit company are still 
waiting on the Board, and the delay is embarrassing the clerks who 
have to do the actual work, It is a matter of some interest to learn 
that the cashiers in several departments are under bonds for faith- 
fulness—which is quite business-like, 

Regular Inspector Employed.—The Insurance Department now 
employs a regular inspector to examine risks and verify schedule 
changes, in order to decide questions of discrimination among risks 
which are the subject of complaint and grievance. The inspector had 
a good trial of his abilities in the sweat shop charges recently heard 
by the Department. 

Coney Island Risks.—The Coney Island blaze two weeks ago has 
caused one company, through its Brooklyn agent, to retire from all 
Coney Island risks. The fire and water facilities on the island are 
far better than ever, but the flimsy character of the buildings and 
their inflammable contents have proved the danger of a spreading 
fire at any time, and the losses in the last two years are a warning 
to beware. More than two score of companies have declined Coney 
Island risks for several years, but it is admitted the fire losses have 
revealed the names of some high-class companies among the losers. 
The surplus fellows have invariably caught losers on the island 
whenever a sizable fire has occurred, and wild-cat operators have 
had a perfect feast of premiums within a decade. 

The Williamsburgh City Fire—The accepted version of the 
Williamsburgh City sale is that a few of the directors gathered in 
options on a controlling majority of the stock and awaited offers 
from competitors. The names of a prominent English company 
which withdrew five years ago and of a group of New York com- 
panies firmly established on William street have been on the tip of 
the tongue for a fortnight in this connection. Behind it all is a mass 
of gossip concerning future intentions. The actual control has not 
passed, and the rumors are denied as fast as they come out. The 
business of the company is going on as usual; losses are being paid, 
new risks written, premiums are collected and everything to date 
betokens continuance. 

Policeman Has a Word About Fire Prevention.—An adjuster, 
who is a well-known tobacco lover, was called down a few days ago 
as he entered a building where a serious fire had occurred the night 
before. He happened to be smoking a cigarette, whereupon a burly 
patrolman on guard ordered him to throw it. away. He added: 
“You fellows are always connecting fire losses with cigarettes, and 
it is a d—— poor business to come here with one of the deuced things 
in your mouth.” . The adjuster accepted the rebuke and told the 
patrolman that the point was well taken. 

Few Departures for Europe.—There are visible signs of an 
exodus of managers and officials of fire offices even so early, but 
fewer departures for Europe than usual for June. 

Confessed Firebug Sentenced.—Sam Brand, a negro, confessed 
“firebug,” was sentenced to fifteen years in the penitentiary by Judge 
Fawcett of Brooklyn, Monday. Judge Fawcett complimented Fire 
Marshal Brophy for his skill and resourcefulness in catching the 
fegro, who was arrested for setting fire to the establishment of 
Leo Barr, a furrier on Pitkin. avenue in Brownsville section. Brand 
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applied to Barr to set fire to the house in order to obtain insurance, 
and this was agreed to by the owner, who in turn notified the fire 
marshal. Several firemen were stationed outside the building in the 
guise of street cleaners, and caught the negro practically in the act. 
He confessed at the fire marshal’s office that he had set fire to numer- 
ous buildings, receiving from $40 to $110 for each job. 

War of Automobile Rates Predicted.—There is an increased 
demand for automobile insurance and plenty of companies with open 
arms ready to receive them, and on the whole the rates are pretty 
steady, but it is freely predicted that before the year ends there will 
be a war of rates among the companies. It is alleged concessions 
in form and in valuations are already given as an inducement for 
business. 


Plan to Centralize New York Fire Department.—Fire Commis- 
sioner Joseph Johnson of New York has made known his idea of a 
plan for centralizing the administration of the fire department by 
abolishing eight of the present buildings and consolidating every 
branch of the department fire houses and telegraph alarm stations 
into one huge structure covering a city block. The matter has been 
outlined to Mayor Gaynor, and a request for funds with which to 
acquire a site on the east side of Manhattan will soon be made 
of the corporate stock budget committee, The building will be located 
somewhere between the approaches of the Queensboro and Williams- 
burg bridges. 

Alfred Ludwig Predicts Skyscraper Disaster.—Alfred Ludwig, 
chief inspector of buildings for the Manhattan Bureau, while probably 
not an alarmist, had something to say in The New York Times of 
Sunday last that might cause those in the top floors of some New 
York buildings to shudder. He is quoted as saying: “The “Titanic” 
was unsinkable—yet she went down; our skyscrapers are unburnable— 
yet we shall have a skyscraper disaster which will stagger humanity.” 


CHICAGO AND THE WEST. 


Final Meeting of Fire Insurance Club for Season.—The Fire 
Insurance Club of Chicago held its last meeting of the season on 
Tuesday, June 11. L. L. Buchanan, manager of the Sanborn Map 
Company, read a paper on “The Publication of Fire Insurance Maps.” 

H. W. Letton Acts for E. G. Halle.—Owing to the departure of 
E. G. Halle for Europe he has selected Harold W. Letton, United 
States manager of the Prussian National, to represent him on the 
joint conference committee representing the Western Insurance 
Bureau. 

J. W. Hubble Elected Vice-President.—At a meeting of the 
board of directors of the Insurance Company of the State of Illinois, 
held at Rockford on June 14, Joel W. Hubble was unanimously 
elected manager of underwriting, with the title of vice-president. Mr. 
Hubble is at present special agent for the Liverpool and London and 
Globe of Liverpool, but has resigned as of June 30. 


NOTES FROM PHILADELPHIA. 


George Shattuck Dead.—George Shattuck, a prominent broker, 
died very suddenly on the 15th from heart trouble at the age of 
seventy-five, and was buried on Tuesday. 

Death of James A. Payne.—The insurance fraternity was shocked 
on Tuesday morning to find that during the night James A. Payne, 
manager of the Philadelphia department of the Hartford Fire, had 
died as the result of a second operation which he underwent on 
Friday last, in the hope that he might be cured of the bladder 
trouble from which he suffered so much. 

Fire Patrol Holds Meeting.—The annual meeting of the Fire 
Insurance Patrol will be held to-day in the rooms of the Middle 
Department Association. 

Increased Schedule.—The Philadelphia Rapid Transit Company 
has increased its schedule of insurance for this year to $20,000,000, 
an addition of $1,500,000. 

Pennsylvania Association of Local Agents Meets.—The annual 
meeting of the Pennsylvania Association of Local Fire Insurance 
Agents was held on Monday and Tuesday at the -G. A. R. Hall, 
Harrisburg, Pa. Secretary Putnam of the National association was 


























































as nee nr peeeehnteeshresieh aioe sts — 





Fire Insurance 


in attendance to explain and defend certain policies of his body, 
to which the Pennsylvania association took exception. The banquet 
at the Metropolitan Hotel on Monday evening was well attended and 
a very enjoyable affair. 


Assistant State Fire Marshal Appointed.—The position of Assist- 
ant State Fire Marshal has been given to Robert B. Lea, formerly of 
the Pittsburg insurance firm of Motherall & Lea, 


Removing Ratings on Risks in Mutuals.—The Philadelphia Fire 
Underwriters Association is removing all the ratings on risks now 
understood to be insured in the mutuals, bringing the same under 
the minimums applicable to each risk pending the promulgation of 
specific rates. 


Field Day Sports Enjoyed.—The annual field day sports of the 
“Red Roosters,” the local countermen’s association, were held at the 
Merchantville Field Club yesterday afternoon, followed by a dinner 
at Ritter’s hotel, Merchantville, N. J. The attendance was large and 
the horseplay indulged in was much enjoyed by all. 


Staff Outing.—The second annual outing of the staff of the 
American Union Fire will be held at Pitman Grove on Saturday 
afternoon, and following the sports a dinner will be given at the 
Pitman hotel. 


Final Meeting of Auditors of the Southern.—The final meeting 
of the auditors appointed to distribute the balance remaining in the 
hands of C. F. Widmyer, ancillary receiver of the Southern of New 
Orleans, was held on Saturday at Lancaster. 





THE MIDDLE STATES. 





EXPLAINS POSITION ON CLASSIFICATION OF RISKS. 


Deputy Hoey States that New York Department’s Classification 
is Purely Tentative—Question Whether Data Will Be In- 
sisted Upon—Heavy Expense Involved in Preparing 
It—Committee Appointed to Confer 
with Superintendent. 


Whether Superintendent of Insurance William T. Emmet of New York, 
who recently sent a circular letter to the various fire insurance com- 
panies operating within that State, as well as without, requesting their 
views as to a classification of the experience of the companies since 
1900, will insist that this indicated requirement will be complied with, 
is matter of considerable speculation. Much complaint has been made 
by concerns interested that the undertaking would involve a large out- 
lay of money, as well as many months of labor, before the proper data 
could be furnished. Deputy Superintendent Hoey has issued a state- 
ment explaining that the classification in the letter was purely tenta- 
tive, and that the companies were asked for suggestions. He stated that 
since the Department has been given supervisory powers over the four 
rating associations in different sections of the State, it has been learned 
that there are wide divergencies in rates, coinsurance requirements and 
other matters. One of the objects in the call for data was to learn 
what basis, if any, exists for the difference in rating in various sections 
of the State. For this reason the Department desires that the figures 
submitted be so subdivided as to show the experience in the territory 
of each of the four rating associations. Mr. Hoey says that the re- 
plies from the companies indicate that practically none of them main- 
tain a classification as to rating association territory, and that the gen- 
eral tone of the answers shows the lack of facilities the companies 
possess to give the associations to which they belong adequate informa- 
tion upon which intelligent rate-making might be based. 

It is understood that the National Convention of Insurance Commis- 
sioners is planning to consider the advisability of adopting a uniform 
system of classification by the companies in place of the ones now in 
use. The purpose of this is to furnish a closer scientific basis for the 
formation of fire insurance rates that will be equitable to the insured as 
well as to the stockholder whose money is at risk. 

A wide difference of opinion seems to prevail among the under- 
writers, according to Mr. Hoey, as to the value of the statistics. Some 
voice their approval, while others oppose the use of statistics in any 
form as a basis of rates. The complaint bureau, which was established 
a little more than two weeks ago, has been flooded with complaints of 
alleged irregular practices—to the selling of wildcat insurance, ‘‘twist- 
ing’ and various other offenses. Complete investigations have been 
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made where the facts warranted charges, and the results (which are 
withheld) are said to be very interesting. 

The law committee of the National Board of Fire Underwriters hag 
taken up the action of the Department, and a special committee was 
appointed at a meeting Monday, to confer with Superintendent Emmet, 
with a view of ascertaining the position in which the fire companies 
will be placed relative to expending the large amount of money to sub- 
mit the classification. The committee includes: E.G. Richards, chair- 
man; M. O. Brown, E. H. A. Correa, John H. Stoddart, J. Montgomery 
Hare, C. F. Shallcross and T. C. Temple. 





New York State Local Fire Agents Meet. 

The thirteenth annual convention of the New York State Association ot 
Local Fire Insurance Agents began at 2 o’clock yesterday afternoon at 
the Onondaga hotel at Syracuse, and will come to a close to-night. The 
meeting is largely attended and the committee in charge planned an in- 
teresting programme. Yesterday’s session was taken up mostly with 
addresses and reports of the various committees. L. G. Morgan of Buf- 
falo, the president, made his annual address, which was followed by 
that of H. H. Putnam of Boston, secretary of the National Association, 
and the speech of W. E. Richards of Utica on ‘‘Fraternal Insurance.” 
A banquet was given last night to the visiting agents, at which speeches 
were scheduled to be made by Dr. A. C. Fulton of Syracuse, P. D. Kier- 
nan of Albany, J. B. Knox of Hartford, and President J. H. Southgate 
of the National Association. To-day’s session will include addresses 
on “The Future,” by R. 8S. Paviour of Rochester; ‘‘SSome Phases of Rate 
Making in 1912,” by R. G. Potter of Syracuse; remarks by President 
Southgate, and the election of officers. A luncheon will be given the 
visitors, after which the Syracuse Fire Department will hold its annual 
inspection and give a demonstration. An automobile ride to those who 
wish to see the city will be given. 





The New York Building Code. 

In connection with a paragraph in THE SPECTATOR of June 13, men- 
tioning the clash of interests in relation to the proposed new building 
code for New York city, and which ended with the statement that ‘‘The 
question is still in the hands of the aldermen, but the outlook is that 
the code is dead,’ a manufacturer of fireproofing materials and dealer 
in fire clays writes as follows: 


The code that the committee presented to the Board of Aldermen some time 
ago, and which they are now considering, has all the evidence of a fake from the 


bi start. 
he committee was composed of men very much interested in the cinder con- 
crete business, either directly or indirectly, The manufacturers of terra-cotta 
fireproofing material were not consulted at all, and their interest, as well as the 
interest of the city, would be very much jeopardized if the code was passed in the 
present form. 

It has been very evident from the start that the regular building committee 
will prefer to draft a code themselves and present it to the Board of Aldermen 
ed adoption. The present hearings, I think, are more for information than any- 

ing else. 





—J. Lynn Truscott, vice-president of the Camden Fire of Camden, N. J., has 
returned after an eight weeks’ trip to Europe. 


—Chester A. Stanton, a Justice of the Peace of Wurtsboro, N. Y., has been 
indicted by the Grand Jury of Sullivan county on a charge of arson in the third 
degree. 


—F. W. Mayes has been admitted to partnership in the firm of Pendleton & 
Pendleton of Brooklyn. He was for many years chief of the hazard department 
of the New York Fire Insurance Exchange and later manager of the brokerage 
firm of Hyman & McCall. 


—The New York Insurance Department will not make public the report on the 
examination of the Underwriters Association of New York State. The report 
of the examination will be held until January 1, when another investigation will 
be conducted to determine how the work has progressed in the corrections that 
have been recommended by the Department. It has been found necessary to 
criticise the method of arriving at rates to be charged, and this matter will be 
taken up by the association for rectification. 





THE WEST. 
New Rulings in Western Co-operation Agreement. 


The following rulings on commissions, agency and other questions, 
which have arisen under the new co-operation agreement between the 
Western Union and Western Insurance Bureau, were made at a coD- 
ference committee meeting held last week in Chicago: 


An agency representing on April 6, 1912, Union companies exclusively is 4 
“Union agency” and ey be entered by other Union companies, but is not ope 
to Bureau companies. The commission allowable is the Union graded scale. | 
: An agency representing on April 6, 1912, Union and Bureau companies is 4 
‘mixed agency” and may be entered by other Union or Bureau companies. e 
compensation allowance on and after July 1, 1912, by both Union and Bureau 
companies is the Union graded scale. z 

An agency representing on April 6, 1912, Union and non-affiliated companies 
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exclusively may be entered by other Union companies, the commission allow- 
ance being fifteen per cent. Such agency may also be entered by Bureau com- 
anies, in which event it becomes a mixed agency, the commission then allowable 
by both Union and Bureau companies being the Union graded scale. 

An agency representing on April 6, 1912, Union, Bureau and non-affiliated com- 
panies is a “‘mixed agency,” and may be entered by other Union or Bureau com- 
anies. The commission allowable on and after July 1, 1912, by both Union and 

ureau companies is the Union graded scale. : : ‘ 

An agency representing on April 6, 1912, Bureau companies exclusively is a 
“Bureau agency” and is not open to Union companies. : : 

An agency representing on April 6, 1912, Bureau and non-affiliated companies 
exclusively is a “Bureau agency,” and is not open to Union companies. | ‘ 

The status of agencies as Union, Bureau or mixed was fixed, and will remain 
as it existed on April 6, 1912. Agencies which were Union on that date cannot 
thereafter be entered by Bureau companies, and agencies which were Bureau on 
that date cannot thereafter be entred by Union companies. — ; 

In agencies which were mixed on April 6, 1912, no commission in excess of the 
Union graded scale can at any time after July 1, 1912, be paid by either Union 
or Bureau_companies, regardless of any action taken by agents in resigning 
Union or Bureau companies. (Prior to July 1, 1912, Union companies can pay 
only fifteen per cent in such mixed agencies.) ! ? 

A new agency established by Union companies subsequent to April 6, 1912, is a 
Union agency, and may be entered by other Union companies, but is not open 
to Bureau companies, _ : os 

A new agency established by Bureau companies subsequent to April 6, 1912, is 
a Bureau agency, and is not ge to Union companies, ; 

All new questions arising will be submitted to the joint conference committee. 





Walter L. Maillot State Agent for Missouri. 


Walter L. Maillot, State agent for Missouri outside of St. Louis, has 
been given charge of the entire State for the New York Underwriters 
Agency, with the title of State agent. Roy W. Smith, Missouri special 
agent for the Hamburg-Bremen of Hamburg, has been appointed St. 
Louis resident manager, succeeding the late L. A. Warfield. 





—The Commercial Fire of Washington has been licensed in Illinois, and John 
D. Cory has been appointed Cook county agent. 


—The Arizona Senate defeated the House bill providing for a system of 
taxation for fire and life insurance companies doing business in that State. 


—Robert D. Satrord has been appdinted special agent of the Michigan F. and 
M. of Detroit in Ohio. He was formerly connected with the home office. 


—The Caledonian of Edinburgh has appointed Edgar W. Bishop special agent 
for Missouri and other States to be announced later. His headquarters will be at 
Kansas City. 


—Fred W. Rice, son of Frank M..Rice, secretary of the Central National Fire 
of Chicago, has been appointed .pecial agent for that company in North and 
South Dakota. 


—Owing to the insufficient fire-fighting apparatus at Sioux City, Ia., sixty 
subscribers have pledged themselves for $1000 each to buy more equipment and 
employ more firemen. 


—The deadlock caused by the refusal of the Ohio Insurance Department several 
years ago to admit the Michigan Millers has been broken by the licensing of the 
Ohio Farmers of LeRoy in Michigan. 


—The Toledo Insurance Company of Toledo, Ohio, has been incorporated, with 
a capital of $100,000, to do a general agency business. The incorporators are H. 
H. Manuel, L. A. Manuel, Charles G. Cunningham, M. F. Hackett and E. A. 
Kesler. 


—The Ohio Association of Fire Underwriters has been organized, with a 
membership made up of Western Insurance Bureau companies only. The Ohio 
League has both Bureau and non-affiliated members, and it was the desire to 
have an organization with Bureau members. N. T. Julian was elected president, 
and D. C. Morgan was chosen secretary. 


—Frank Blake, Superintendent of Insurance of Missouri, has announced that 
he will not issue a license to any of the thirty inter-insurance concerns which 
have applied. His reasons as given out are that he will not license a company to 
do an insurance business in that State over which he has no authority by law to 
regulate its affairs if improperly conducted. 


~The Wisconsin fire losses for 1911 diminished by nearly $400,000 from the 
amount in 1910, according to a report now under compilation by Insurance Com- 
missioner Ekern. The 1910 loss was $5,529,142, and that for 1911 was $5,182,140. 
A comparison of the losses for a period of forty years does not show any decrease 
in the ratio during the last five-year period. 


—E. W. Brownell, aged seventy-seven years, manager of the loss department of 
the Western general agency of the A®tna of Hartford, died of apoplexy last week 
at his home in Chicago. He was a native of Piqua, Ohio, and was the first 
secretary of the Franklin Fire of Ohio. He first went with the A®tna in 1860, and 
has had charge of the loss department since 1899. 





The Insurance Year Book, 1912-13. 


We have found The Insurance Year Book very valuable to us in the 
past, and presume that the edition for the present year, yet to be issued, 
Will be up to the usual standard, with some improvements.—Security 
Mutual Fire Insurance Company. 
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THE SOUTH. 





To Reduce Cotton Fire Hazards. 


The committee on fire prevention of the National Board of Fire Un- 
derwriters, in its effort to minimize the fire hazards for cotton through- 
out the South, has just completed an inspection of the Norfolk Ware- 
house Corporation at Norfolk, Va., and the Southern Railway Terminal 
on the Turtle river docks at Brunswick, Ga., two important distributing 
points. The Norfolk plant, which is subject to adverse conditions, 
the engineers of the board report that 36,000 bales of cotton are con- 
sidered as subject to one fire. The erection of a fire wall is recom- 
mended at this warehouse, as well as the one at Brunswick. The latter 
place has a capacity of 20,000 bales and is considered dangerous because 
of sparks from tugs, locomotives and boiler stacks. Many other recom- 
mendations have been made, such as hose houses, the discontinuance of 
the use of kerosene oil lamps, and the use of spark arresters on loco- 
motives. The systematic campaign in which the underwriters have 
been engaged has had telling effect in many important cotton centers. 
The railway, steamship and municipal authorities are co-operating in 
the big undertaking. Among the important cities that now have the 
attention of the board are Savannah, Charleston and Galveston. 





Texas Fire Agents Meet at Dallas. 


The Texas Association of Local Fire Insurance Agents held its annual 
convention at Dallas Monday and Tuesday of last week. The first day’s 
Session was devoted to addresses during the morning, and at the after- 
noon gathering reports of the various committees were heard. The 
address of Mabry Seay of Dallas on ‘“‘Multiplicity of Local Agents’ was 
particularly interesting. Mrs. P. P. Tucker was among the speakers 
at the second day’s session. She is chairman of the fire prevention com- 
mittee of the Texas Federation of Womans Clubs. Other speakers were 
M. L. Earle of Jacksonville, Wirt Leake of Dallas, and P. W. Terry of 
Texarkana. Officers elected were: F. W. Oppenhauser of Texarkana, 
president; J. D. Collett of Fort Worth, first vice-president; T. V. Smed- 
ler of Beaumont, second vice-president; P. W. Terry, Texarkana, sec- 
retary and treasurer, and W. R. Ellis of Dallas assistant secretary and 
treasurer. 





DECISION IN KENTUCKY CASE. 


Federal Judges Hold that Kentucky Law for Rate-Making Has 
Not Been Shown To Be Confiscatory—Business of Citizens 
Fire Not Injured by Creation of Insurance Board 
Chief Reason for Refusing Injunction. 


LOUISVILLE, June 17.—The long-awaited opinion of the Federal Court 
on the State rating law of Kentucky was handed down last Friday by 
three Federal judges at Covington, Ky., and the companies were de- 
feated. The court held that the State law providing for the making of 
rates has not been shown to be confiscatory. The decision is to be ap- 
pealed to the Supreme Court of the United States, and the papers prob- 
ably will be filed with Judge Cochran at Maysville next Monday. Mean- 
while the companies will continue to observe the law as enforced by the 
State Insurance Board. The chief reason given by the court for refusing 
the injunction which had been prayed for, the Citizens Fire of Missouri 
being the formal plaintiff, was that the business of the company had 
not been injured by the creation of the insurance board, and that when 
this happens it will be time enough to pass on the question. Among 
other things the court said: 

‘“‘We do not interpret the act as requiring insurance companies to fur- 
nish any information except that which they already have. With this 
view there is no serious burden in complying with the act up to the 
time when the commission may make an order claimed to be an invasion 
of the complainants’ vested rights. When that time comes, if it does, 
an imminent danger of losing its license for refusing to comply with such 
an order might present a different situation.” 

The Insurance Board, backed by the court decision, is proceeding to 
a more aggressive enforcement of the law. It has announced that it will 
immediately appoint an expert rater to advise it as to rates, and that 
the matter of the fairness of the rates now in force will be gone into. 
Consequently developments of importance are expected in the near 
future. 





Kentucky Underwriters’ Meeting at Torrent. 


LOUISVILLE, June 17.—The fire underwriters’ meeting at Torrent last 
week was one of the most successful in the history of the organization. 
Joint meetings of committees of special agents representing the Bureau 
and Union companies served to bring the two interests closer together 
than ever before, and rare harmony was in evidence. The meeting of 
the Kentucky Fire Prevention Association was marked by a strong 
address from President Frank G. Snyder outlining the work since the 
annual meeting. The Farm Underwriters Association elected Joseph M. 
Rogers, of the Springfield Fire of Springfield, president, to succeed Clem 
E. Wheeler, who resigned to become manager of the Kentucky Actu- 
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arial Bureau. Mart B. Russell of the Firemans Fund was elected most 
loyal gander of the Kentucky Pond of the Blue Goose, the annual meet- 
ing of which was held. All the other officers were moved up a notch. 


—The First Bulgarian Fire of Rustschuk hag been licensed in Texas. 

—The Florida Fire of Jacksonville, Fla., has made application for a license in 
Mississippi. 

—William Sohmer of New York has been elected a director in the Cotton 
States Fire of Atlanta. 

—Hugh T. Powell of Macon has been appointed special agent for the National 
Fire of Hartford in Georgia and Alabama. 

—John King of King & Sons, agents of Lexington, Ky., has been appointed 
special agent for the Citizens Fire of St. Louis. 

—The Louisville Board of Fire Underwriters is making changes in its rules con- 
forming with those of the Kentucky Actuarial Bureau. 

—Mrs. Edgar S. Wilson, wife of Southern Manager Wilson of the Firemans 
Fund of San Francisco, died Sunday night at her home at Macon, Ga, 

—S. Y. Tupper has been elected chairman of the executive committee of the 
South-Eastern Underwriters Association. W. R. Prescott was elected vice-chair- 
man, 

—E. T. Lawrence, who has been special agent in Kentucky for the farm depart- 
ment of the National Union of Pittsburg, has been appointed special agent of 
the recently organized farm department of the Hartford Fire of Hartford in 
Kentucky. 

—D. Cliffe Stone, who represents the Calumet of Chicago, the Detroit Fire and 
Marine of Detroit and the Michigan Fire and Marine of Detroit for Kentucky and 
Tennessee, has made application for membership in the Western Union. His 
headquarters are at Memphis. 

—At the annual meeting of the Mississippi Fire Underwriters Association, held 
at Greenwood, officers were elected as follows: Col. W. S. Barry, president; P. 
L. Gaston of Hattiesburg, vice-president, and J. K. Moore of Vicksburg, secre- 
tary. Among the resolutions adopted was one calling on the legislature to place 
inter-insurance concerns and reciprocal underwriters under the same supervision 
and taxation as other mutual insurance companies. 

—Deputy Insurance Commissioner Joseph of Tennessee has announced that he 
will call on the Central Elevator Company of Nashville for a premium tax on 
policies in mutual companies not authorized to do business in that State. The 
companies themselves would have been proceeded against but for the fact that 
in settling the loss they did not appear, but had their business handled by the 
representative of the only licensed mutual company in the State. 


MISCELLANEOUS FIRE AND MARINE NEWS. 











Why America’s Fire Loss is Heavy. 

Of late much stress has been laid upon comparisons of the fire losses 
in the United States and those in foreign countries. The fact that the 
foreign losses have been about nine-tenths less per capita than those 
in this country has awakened the people to the importance of better 
construction and greater carefulness. The difference between America 
and Europe in this matter was well expressed by Hon. Robert Stone of 
Topeka, Kan., in a recent address before the business men of that city. 
He said: 


We are a nation of money makers, Europe is a nation of money 
savers. We are a people of waste, they are a people of thrift. We 
figure that the most important thing is to make a dollar, and they that 
it is of equal importance to save one. This is evidenced in our hurried 
construction of inflammable buildings, and in their slow and solid 
masonry; in our willingness to pay a high rate of fire insurance with 
the attendant risk, and their insistence on a low rate and unceasing 
care; in our elaborate fixtures for the putting out of fires and their 
precaution in preventing fires. We regard a fire as a misfortune and 
sympathize with the man who has had one; they regard fire as a crime 
and investigate and punish the man who is guilty. Our temperament is 
also shown by the different view we take of an insurance policy. Here, 
if our property is insured and we have a fire, we do not count it as 
a loss; simply that we have transferred the loss to other and distant 
shoulders. There, the insurance is regarded as a tax, which is ulti- 
mately borne by everyone. Here, we regard insurance as a gamble, and 
if there is a fire the insurance company has lost the bet. There, it is 
regarded as a means of reducing the loss to a certainty and is borne 
by the whole community. Here, we figure that the insurance com- 
pany restores the loss; there, that it merely indemnifies the owner for a 
loss which can never be restored. We endeavor to extinguish the fire, 
they labor to prevent it. We are losing a fortune every year, they are 
saving one. 





Insurance Institute of America Elects Officers. 

The fourth annual conference of the Insurance Institute of America, at 
the meeting held June 11 and 12 at Boston, elected D. N. Handy of the 
Boston Library Association president, and John H. Kenney of the Fire 
Insurance Society of Philadelphia secretary and treasurer. One of the 
most important matters voted upon was the proposition to submit not 
later than July 1 a three-year course in fire insurance, which will be put 
into final shape by the chairman of the committee of insurance exam- 
inations. This idea is carried out in Great Britain and other countries. 
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A course in casualty and a city course in general insurance were pro- 
posed, but remain to be perfected. It was decided that at first all 
volumes should be in the nature of text books to follow courses pre- 
scribed by the institute and be made the official text book. The next 
conference, the exact date of which will be fixed by the chairman, will 
be held in June, 1913, at Hartford. 





Home Presents Medal to J. F. Downing. 

In celebration of the continuous representation of the Home Insurance 
Company of New York for fifty years, the company recently presented 
J. F. Downing of Erie, Pa., with a handsome gold medal, which is 
greatly prized by its recipient. In his letter advising Mr. Downing of 
the presentation of the medal, President E. G. Snow says: 


Dear Mr. Downing: The first day of January, 1912, marked the fiftieth anni- 
versary of your connection with the Home Insurance Company in its local agency 
at Erie, Pa., and as a recognition and a record of this very unusual term of 
service we have caused to be made a gold medal, suitably designed and inscribed, 
which we take pleasure in sending to you under another cover. 

When your relations with the » Pn began, the company was less than nine 
years old, and its future was scarcely indicated. The period of your long and 
active connection has compassed practically its entire history, and you have not 
only witnessed, but have had a share in its trials and triumphs, and at the same 
time have had no small part in shaping the growth and development of fire under- 
writing in the United States. 

We recall as we write, and we know you will also, the honored names of 
others whose labors you shared and whose confidence and friendship you enjoyed, 
and it seems to us especially fitting in your case, having the history of the Erie 
agency in mind, that personally and as a type o1 the legion of loyal rome agents 
to whom we ascribe the greatest measure of credit for what the company is to-day, 
ae should receive at our hands this golden token of our regard and kindest 
wishes. 





Honors for Timothy Cole of The Century Magazine. 
Timothy Cole, whose wood-engravings have been a feature of The 
Century Magazine for many years, has just received the degree of Master 
of Arts from Dickinson College, Carlisle, Pa. In conferring the degree 
it was said of Mr. Cole: 


His work for The Century Magazine has been a real consecration of 
high ability for the good of his fellows. He has translated the great 
masterpieces of the world into the one language of black and white, 
and he has done it with a skill and sympathy which cannot be over- 
praised. The result of his effort has been an understanding and an 
appreciation of art values by multitudes of people. There are few 
academic distinctions that come to workers in such a field as that of 
Mr. Cole. The educational value of their accomplishments is often over- 
looked. Dickinson College esteems it a great privilege to recognize Mr. 
Cole’s high-minded service as well as his personal worthiness by con- 
ferring upon him an academic honor. 





Large Cities Committee of Western Bureau. 

The committee of five, to co-operate with a similar committee of the 
Western Union to handle the readjustment of affairs in the larger cities 
of the West, has been announced by Chairman E. G. Halle of the West- 
ern Insurance Bureau, as follows: Mr. Halle; Charles E. Sheldon, of the 
American of Newark; W. M. Patton, of the Northwestern National of 
Milwaukee; Neil Bassett, of the Firemens of Newark, and A. D. Baker, 
of the A. D. Baker General Agency. The members of the committee of 
the Western Union have been selected, and their names will be an- 
nounced later. 





The Boston Agreement Approved. 

The long-pending agreement between the Boston Board of Fire Under- 
writers and the Eastern Union was adopted at a meeting held last 
week at Boston, and it will go into effect as soon as it is approved by 
ninety-five per cent of the insurance capital represented in the terri- 
tory and has been promulgated. The rate of commission, as incorpo- 
rated in the agreement for the congested district of Boston, has been 
altered to ten per cent; and elsewhere, within the corporate limits of 
the city, the commission shall be fifteen per cent on ordinary risks and 
on preferred risks twenty per cent. It also provides for the stamping 
of the daily reports of business written by the metropolitan agents or 
by sub-agents. The amendment to Article 2 of the constitution holds 
that any company or principal agent may become a member by signing 
the constitution. The amendment has the approval of the executive 
committee of the board and is in keeping with the constitutional pro- 
visions of the Eastern Union. The position of underwriters’ agencies 
seems to be still somewhat problematical. 





Excepted City Agents to Meet. 

A conference of excepted city agents will be held Monday, June 24, at 
the Hotel La Fayette at Buffalo, N. Y. The meeting will be under the 
direction of the Inter-City Association of Local Fire Insurance Agents, 
and among those to be present will be President Southgate and Secre- 
tary Putnam of the National Association. The question of excepted 
cities will be discussed at length, and indications point to a large 
attendance. 
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—The Maine Fire and Marine Insurance Company of Portland, Maine, which 
is now being organized, is moving along satisfactorily to those behind the 
project. 

—The Germania Fire of New York will open a San Francisco office as soon as 
a license is granted for California. A. C. Thornton of San Francisco has been 
appointed general agent. 

—An interesting illustrated article on ‘“The Enormous Fire Waste of the United 
States,” by John L. Cochrane, statistician of the United States Bureau of Mines, 
appeared in The Scientific American of June 15. 

J. F. Roche, consulting actuary of New York, has just completed examina- 
tions of the Inter-State Casualty, Inter-State Fire and Southern States Fire and 
Casualty insurance companies, all of Birmingham, Ala. 

—The Pheenix of London is arranging to establish an office in San Francisco to 
write all kinds of marine risks. The company will be associated with the Union 
Marine of London under the general management of W. Irving. 

—Mrs. Carl Schreiner, wife of the United States manager of the Munich Rein- 
surance Company of Munich, died June 12 at her home in London. Mrs. 
Schreiner made two trips to this country and was most highly esteemed by those 
who had met her. 


—The statement of the Meiji Fire Insurance Company of Tokio, Japan, for the 
year ending March 31, 1912, shows net premiums of 938,941 yen; losses incurred 
amounting to 277,727 yen; expenses aggregating 299,186 yen; assets of 4,542,680 
yen; a paid-up capital of 500,000 yen; a reserve fund of 1,690,884 yen, and a credit 
balance of working account of 2,266,347 yen. K. Hara is secretary and manager 
of the Meiji Fire. 

—The National Board of Fire Underwriters has appointed the committee on law 
which will organize and supervise the legislation bureau authorized at the last 
meeting. The members include: M. O. Brown, chairman; E. G. Snow, Charles 
L. Chase, R. Dale Benson, G. A. Viehmann, David Rumsey, Henry E. Rees, 
R. M. Bissell and Henry W. Eaton. There will be added two members from the 
South-Eastern Underwriters Association, three from the Western Union and two 
from the Pacific Board’s jurisdiction. 

—“The Contest for California,” by Elijah R. Kennedy of the New York fire 
underwriting firm of Weed & Kennedy, has received much favorable comment as 
a historical narrative dealing with the stirring events which resulted in the 
saving of California to the Union a half century ago. Those were lively times, 
and the achievements of Colonel E. D. Baker, who was the victor in the contest 
for California, are worthy of so excellent a chronicler as Mr. Kennedy. The 
book is published by the Houghton-Mifflin Company. An advertisement of this 
book appears in another column. 








LIFE INSURANCE. TOPICS | 


THE MIDDLE SIATES. 


Third Vice-President Will Remain in Newark. 


The office force of the North American Life has completed the task of 
moving from Newark to the new home office at Chicago. The new 
quarters in the North American building are very handsome and up 
to date in every respect. Albert Schurr, third vice-president, will re- 
main in Newark, to look after the company’s Eastern business. So far 
this year the North American has written about $3,000,000 paid-for busi- 
ness, and has about $20,000,000 of business on its books, of which about 
$17,500,000 is Western business. As of December 31, the company’s as- 
sets were $1,357,576, and the surplus to policyholders amounted to 
$634,642. 











—The annual agency convention of the Pittsburgh Life and Trust was held at 
the Hotel Shelburne, Atlantic City, N. J., June 16 to 19 inclusive, and proved a 
most enjoyable and instructive affair. 

—It is understood that the new office building of the Penn Mutual Life at 
Sixth and Walnut streets, Philadelphia, will be begun in a few months, It is 
expected that the building will be ten or twelve stories high and cost about 
$1,000,000. 

—The Life Underwriters Association of New York will hold its June meeting 
on Tuesday, June 25, at 12.30 P. M., at the Whitehal! Club, 17 Battery Place. 
The principal business will be the appointment of delegates and alternates to the 
Memphis convention of the National Association in October. 

AINE ATTY ET TT TELA SOT: 





The Spectator Publications Valuable Agents’ Helps 


S. W. Russell, a ‘life insurance agent, writes from Deadwood, South Dakota: 


“The Handy Guide to Premium Rates, Applications and Policies and Annual 
and Deferred Dividends was a material help to me last year, and I enclose you 
check herewith for $4.75 for one copy of The Handy Guide and three supplements, 
and one copy of Annual and Deferred Dividends, 1912 editions. I traveled last 
year all over South Dakota west of the Missouri river in a country but sparsely 
Settled, soliciting life insurance. This large country has a population of 135,000, 
including 15,000 Indians. There were two years of drought and an entire crop 

lure, with labor troubles besides, so that the conditions for writing life in- 
Surance were not very favorable. However, I personally paid for over $300, 
imsurance and my agents $170,000 additional, and I did this business with your 
two works as my text books.” 
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THE WEST. 
Seek to Amend Anti-Rebate Law in Illinois. 


Illinois life agents are seeking an amendment and the strengthening 
of the anti-rebate law against twisting and misrepresentation made 
more comprehensive, as well as more limitations in the agents’ license 
law. Insurance Commissioner Potter of Illinois, in a speech before the 
Chicago Life Underwriters Association, gave the members the benefit 
of his experience in the administration of laws as they now stand. He 
suggested that the law defining an agent might be amended so as to 
require that the solicitor or helper must receive a share of the com- 
mission before he could be regarded as an agent. The question of mis- 
representation was discussed at length, and he advised that new agents 
be instructed in the law as it applies to them, and that the agents sub- 
mit to their company or general manager any printed matter before 
issuing it. He said there was no objection to the use of dividends so 
long as it was plainly stated that they were based upon past experience 
and were not guaranteed for the future. 








Union Life Drops Directors and Elects Three Officers. 

The stockholders of the Union Life of Chicago at a recent meeting 
dropped from the list of directors Dr. E. C. Spinney, the former presi- 
dent; J. W. Burdette, a director, who was held over from the Spinney 
régime, and John P. Cummings, another director. E. M. Metcalf of 
Kansas City was elected first vice-president, E. C. Schiess of Chicago 
second vice-president, and W. H. Bowers, a Chicago banker, treasurer. 
A new set of by-laws were adopted, making it incumbent on the execu- 
tive committee to meet monthly and review in detail the business of 
the company and the work done by the officers. The company has a 
paid-up capital of $103,662. 





Lafayette Life Insurance Company, Lafayette, Ind. 


The Lafayette Life of Lafayette, Ind., which is making a strong drive 
to raise the amount of its insurance in force to $9,000,000 by July 1, an- 
nounced last week that but $129,175 was necessary to reach the goal. 
Forty field men are in the race to secure the required amount of business, 
and as an additional incentive to large production the company will 
give an outing in Michigan during the last week in August to the top- 
notchers. Paid-for business only will count. 

A material assistance in the Lafayette’s present progress is the new 
copyrighted monthly pension bond, a unique and very practical contract, 
which provides a monthly pension for the insured for any period from 
five to twenty years at the end of a specified premium-paying period, 
or a monthly pension of the same character to the beneficiary in case of 
insured’s death. The company is endeavoring to write $100,000 on this 
form of policy this month. 





—H. G. Baker has resigned as president of the Mid-Continent Life of Muskogee, 
Okla. 


Cuthbert Peat, former Commissioner of Missoula, has been appointed special 
Western representative of the Montana Life of Helena for the Missoula territory. 


—The Illinois Field Club will hold its annual convention June 25 and 26 at the 
Highland Hotel at Delavan Lake, Wis., at the same time of the meeting of the 
Illinois State Board. 


—The latest suit in A. C. Wegner’s anti-rebate campaign in Chicago has been 
filed against the Union Mutual Life of Maine. He claims a rebate of twenty-five 
per cent was allowed on a $1000 policy. 


~The celebration of the tenth anniversary of the Security Life of Chicago, held 
last week, was marked by the promise of agents to make this the banner month 
from a business standpoint in the history of the company. 


—The Western and Southern Life of Cincinnati, Ohio, reports for the week 
ending June 8, 1912, insurance written, industrial 3360 policies, for $403,266; ordi- 
nary amount, $87,500, being the largest amount written in any one week since 
organization of company. 

—The splendid record made by the Western Mutual Life of Council Bluffs, Ia., 
during the first quarter of this year has been maintained with equal success 
during April, May and so far this month. H. Yourstone, manager of agencies, 
has added the following men to his staff: W. F. Diehl, C. R. Morris, J. S. Parr, 
D. T. Crouens and H. H. Kelly. 


—In another part of this issue of Tue Spectator appears the announcement of 
an opening for a thoroughly reliable and experienced man as general superin- 
tendent with an old and reputable life insurance company over thirty years in the 
field. This should prove an excellent opportunity to a man of ability and 
initiative who can produce good references, 


—The Western Life Indemnity of Chicago has reinsured the business of the 
Pioneer Life of Pekin, Ill., which went into the hands of a receiver recently. 
The insurance transferred amounts to about $450,000 and there is an addition of 
about $700,000 more which may be reinstated. The Illinois Insurance Depart- 
ment has approved the reinsurance contract. 


—Another group insurance contract has been written by the Equitable Life of 
New York. All the employees of the Mercantile Trust Company of St. Louis 
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have been insured to the extent of two years’ salary and the bank pays the 
premiums. The present employees were accepted without medical examination, 
but in future an examination will be required. 


—Paul L. Woolston, consulting actuary, has returned to Denver after com- 
pleting examinations of all the domestic life imsurance companies of Oklahoma in 
behalf of the Oklahoma State Insurance Department. On the same trip Mr. 
Woolston participated in an examination of the Southwestern Surety Company of 
Durant, Okla., in behalf of the States of Mississippi and Oklahoma. 


—The first annual convention of the members of the One Hundred and Two 
Hundred Thousand Dollar Club of the State Life of Indianapolis was held at 
that city last week. ‘The first day’s session included an informal reception at the 
home office and this was followed by a banquet at the Claypool Hotel. Charles 
F. Coffin, general counsel, was toastmaster, and President Henry W--Bennett of 
the company presided. 


F. H. O. Biermann, secretary to the president of the Federal Life of Chicago, 
is among those who qualified on the honor roll for having written the largest 
amount of business during the month of May. He is receiving many congratu- 
lations for being able to connect with so much business and at the same time 
hold down his duties as secretary to Mr. Hamilton. A few months ago he led the 
accident and health department in production. 


--At the last monthly ‘meeting of the Cleveland Association of Life Under- 
writers the following delegates to the annual meeting of the National Association 
were chosen: J. J. Jackson, W. H. Whitney, George H. Olmsted, S. S. Saffold, 
O. W. Carpenter, J. M. Mackintosh, ‘T. M. Norris, Herman Fellinger, E. M. 
France, Howard Olmsted and J. F. Usher. George H. Olmsted was chosen to 
represent the association on the executive committee of the National Association. 





THE SOUTH. 


William M. Bloxman of New Boston, Ark., has been elected president of the 
Four States Life of Texarkana, Ark. 

~The Masonic Mutual Life Association of Washington, D. C., has made appli- 
cation for a license in Arkansas. J. V. Ormond of Elba, formerly of Little Rock, 
will be State manager. . 

Up to May 31 the Great Southern Life of Houston, Tex., had received appli- 
cations this year for $8,947,011 of new business. On that date its outstanding in- 
surance amounted to $12,985,276, its assets were $1,220,471 and its surplus $944,867. 

~The annual meeting of the Life Underwriters Association of Nashville was 
held at that city last week and the following officers were elected: W. H. 
Eaves, president; D. G. Brandon, vice-president, and Paul W. Treanor, secre- 
tary and treasurer. 

M. M. Logan, assistant Attorney-General of Kentucky, has handed down an 
opinion upholding the legality of a new clause in the policies which the Central 
Life of Louisville proposes to issue. The clause provided for dividends on non- 
participating policies. 

—The Louisville Association of Life Underwriters, at the annual meeting held 
Monday of last week, elected officers as follows: William H. Harrison, presi- 
dent; L. L. Anderson and Oliver Brown, vice-presidents; W. O. Aikin, secretary; 
and F. F. Dennis, treasurer. 

—Emile J. O’Brien, Jr., has resigned as assistant secretary of State for Louisiana 
in charge of insurance matters and connected himself with the Louisiana State 
Life of Shreveport, La. He is to manage a new department, which the company 
will inaugurate in the next thirty days. 

—M. Y. Manley, superintendent of agencies of the Georgia Life, Macon, Ga., 
has resigned to take a general agency with the same company. ‘There will be no 
immediate appointment of a successor to Mr. Manley, and the secretary and 
assistant secretary of the company will for the present have general supervision 
over the agency department. 

—At the annual meeting of agents of the Southeastern Life of Greenville, 
S. C., on January 9 the agents decided to set as their mark $4,000,000 of new 
business in 1912. Apparently the company will have applications for $2,000,000 by 
the end of six months. A number of good agents have been added to the list, 
and June business is opening up splendidly. 

—The charter of the American Assurance Association, a fraternal beneficiary 
concern of Galveston, has been forfeited by the Texas Commissioner of Insur- 
ance on the grounds that the association failed to meet the requirements of the 
law entitling it to a license. The charter was filed a year ago, when a pre- 
liminary permit was issued and the association was given one year to meet its 
provisions, but it has failed to do this, it is claimed. 

—John W. Maddox, recently elected president of the State Mutual Life of 
Rome, Ga., has sent an open letter to the policyholders, in which he says: “In 
handling the affairs of the company it shall be our purpose to enforce the most 
rigid economy consistent with good business practice. At the same time, the 


management will be both constructive and progressive, always looking to the | 


future, as well as the present, welfare of the company. 


—The Southern States Life of Atlanta, Ga., had a good month during May, its 
paid-for business nearly reaching the half-million mark. June promises to be 
one of the best months in the history of the company. A recent examination by 
Consulting Actuary John F. Roche of New York resulted in some favorable 
enconiums being passed upon this company. He said: “The officers of the com- 
pany must be complimented for their administration, which is without reproach, 
and for the earnest desire they have ever displayed to conserve the interests of 
the policyholders.” 


THE SPECTATOR 


312 








{Thursday 


MISCELLANEOUS LIFE NEWS. 





American Life Convention. 


The following programme has been announced for the seventh annual 
convention of the American Life Convention, which will be held at Chi- 
cago, Ill., September 4-6. 

Wednesday, September 4, 1912—Words of Welcome.—From City of Chi- 
cago, Carter H. Harrison, Mayor; from insurance companies of Iilinois, 
O. J. Arnold, secretary Illinois Life, Chicago. 

Responses.—Medical section, Dr. Ambrose Talbot, chairman; legal sec- 
tion, Chas. A. Atkinson, chairman; American Life Convention, A. M. 
Johnson, president National Life of United States of America, Chicago. 

Annual Address of President.—P. D. Gold, Jr., first vice-president and 
general manager Jefferson Standard Life, Raleigh, N. C. ‘‘The Expense 
of Getting Business,’’ O. S. Carlton, vice-president Great Southern Life, 
Houston. Discussion. In executive session. 

Executive.—Suggestions by special committee on ‘‘Report of Cost of 
New Business,’’ W. C. Baldwin, chairman. 

Thursday, September 5.—‘‘Departmental Supervision,’”’ Fred W. Potter, 
president Association of Insurance Commissioners; discussion. ‘‘The 
Evolution of the Insurance Contract,’’ L. K. Thompson, president North- 
western National Life, Minneapolis; discussion. ‘‘Training and Devel- 
opment of Managers and Agents,’ L. Brackett Bishop, president Na- 
tional Life Underwriters Association, Chicago; discussion. “Sub- 
Standard Risks,’’ W. C. Baldwin, president Pittsburgh Life and Trust 
Company, Pittsburg. 

Executive Session.—‘‘Pot Pourri.’’ A free-for-all discussion with J. C. 
Riheldaffer, secretary Southern States Mutual Life, Charleston, W. Va., 
in the chair. 

Friday, September 6.—‘‘The Frills and Furbelows of Recent Years,” 
B. H. Robison, president the Bankers Reserve Life, Omaha; discussion. 
Reports of officers. Reports of committees. Election of officers. Mis- 
cellaneous business. 

The legal section will meet on Tuesday, September 3, and go through 
the following programme: 

Address of Welcome, Dan W. Simms, general counsel Lafayette Life, 
Lafayette, Ind. Paper, ‘‘How can a General Counsel of a Life Insur- 
ance Company best serve the Interests of his Company?” Ed. E. Yates, 
general counsel Kansas City Life, Kansas City; discussion opened by 
Helm Bruce, general counsel Citizens National Life, Louisville; gen- 
eral discussion. Paper, “Guarding against Waiver or Estoppel,’’ William 
E. Hutton, general counsel Capitol Life, Denver; discussion opened by 
H. B. Arnold, general counsel Midland Mutual Life, Columbus; general 
discussion. Election of officers and general business. 

The programme for the medical section, which will also meet on 
Tuesday, September 3, is as follows: ‘“‘The Wasserman Reaction and 
its Value in the Detection of Syphilis,’’ Dr. Amand Ravold, St. Louis. 
“The Appendix as an Influencing Factor,’ Dr. C. M. Rosser, medical 
director Sam Houston Life, Dallas. ‘‘The Selecting and Training of the 
Medical Examiner,’’ Dr. E. A. Babler, medical director International 
Life, St. Louis. ‘‘Methods of Urinalysis Applicable to Insurance Exam- 
inations,” Dr. S. H. Baxter, assistant medical director Northwestern 
National Life, Minneapolis. ‘Prognostic Significance of Albuminurua 
and Casts,” Dr. C. Nauman McCloud, medical director Minnesota Mutual 
Life, St. Paul. 





Disability Benefits. 


Among the papers read at the recent meeting of the American Insti- 
tute of Actuaries was one by Lucius McAdam, entitled ‘‘A New Com- 
mutation Column for Total Disability Benefits.” 

This new column, devised by Mr. McAdam, performs a large part of 
the actuary’s work beforehand, besides simplifying the formule for prac- 
tical use. It was accompanied by commutation columns for Mead’s 
Adjusted American Maccabees Table at three per cent interest. It will 
appear in a new book now nearly completed by Mr. McAdam, giving 
hew commutation columns, both at three and three and one-half per 
cent, with numerous tables of premiums and reserves for the usual forms 
of policy and total disability benefits for waiver of premium and pay- 
ment of claim and for limits of age sixty and eighty-one. Formule with 
single premiums and annuities will also be given, enabling the actuary 
to make the figures for any other limitation of age with great facility. 





Prudential $100,000 League Members Begin Convention. 
More than 200 men who have qualified in the $100,000 League contest 
conducted by the Prudential of Newark began a three-day meeting at 
Colorado Springs, Col., to-day, with delegates present from every State 
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June 20, 1912] 


in the Union. The gathering promises to be a notable affair, as those 
in charge have left nothing undone to make every moment interesting. 
The official headquarters are at the Antler hotel, and the convention’s 
first session begins at 2 o’clock this afternoon. The opening will be 
occupied by addresses of officers of the company to the managers and 
special agents who make up the league members. This will be fol- 
lowed by an elaborate dinner, at which a large number of addresses will 
be made. Friday and Saturday will be devoted to addresses of agents, 
managers and company officials, with a view of increasing each man’s 
total volume of business for the year, as well as adding to the league 
members each year. The delegates of the Eastern division, comprising 
the New England States, New York, New Jersey and Pennsylvania, oc- 
cupied a special train direct from New York to Colorado Springs, going 
over the Pennsylvania to Chicago and then over the Rock Island for 
the remainder of the journey. The league members are the guests of 
the company on the trip. 





Important Meetings Scheduled. 


June 20-22.—-Prudential $100,000 League, Colorado Springs. 

August 6-10.—International Medical Conference, Dusseldorf, Germany. 
August 21-24.—Canadian Life Underwriters Association, Montreal. 
August 28.—National Fraternal Congress, Mackinac, Mich. 

September 4-6.—American Life Convention, Chicago. 

October 15-17.—National Association Life Underwriters, Memphis. 





--C. B. Shoemaker of Scranton, Pa., has been appointed manager of the 
business of Maine and New Hampshire for the Prudential of Newark. He was 
formerly superintendent of agencies for that company at Scranton. 


—T. W. Blackburn, secretary of the American Life Convention, has sent out 
a volume covering the proceedings of the second mid-year meeting of the medical 
section of that body, held at San Antonio, Tex., in February last. The papers 
and discussions contained therein are well worthy of preservation. 

~The Royal Arcanum during May initiated and reinstated 1099 members, while 
the deaths and withdrawals numbered 1194, indicating a net loss of 95. During 
the month the death losses paid exceeded the assessments received for the fourth 
consecutive month. The loss payments were $703,663 and the assessments $655,934. 
Thus far this year the claims paid have exceeded the assessments by $339,948. A 
draft on the emergency fund for $150,000 was made during the month, making a 
total of $700,000 thus withdrawn since the establishment of the fund. 








Casualty, Surety and Miscellaneous 





Plan Pooling Agreement for Massachusetts. 

The many problems that are confronting the liability underwriters as 
the result of the new conditions in Massachusetts developing from the 
workmen’s compensation law, which goes into effect July 1, have brought 
about numerous suggestions for plans, and what the non-bureau com- 
panies will do has been the source of much speculation. Several of the 
strong liability companies which operate in that State are planning a 
pooling arrangement, to take care of disastrous hazards. By this plan 
each company will share a portion of the loss in excess of $25,000 for 
any one accident. Amounts over this will fall in lots of $5000 to each 
of the other members until the policy has been fully paid. The full 
details of the plan have not yet been worked out, but the outline as 
above has been suggested. A meeting of representatives of companies 
interested was held in New York last week, and it was decided to ap- 
point two committees to devise plans for handling the situation. They 
will report at the next meeting to be held shortly. There are 
Other features to be dealt with at the next meeting. The com- 
panies interested are the Frankfort General of Frankfort, Fidelity 
and Deposit of Baltimore, Globe Indemnity of New York, Mary- 
land Casualty of Baltimore, Preferred Accident of New York, Ocean 
Guarantee and Accident of London, Royal Indemnity of New York, 
United States Fidelity and Guaranty of Baltimore, United States Casu- 
alty of New York, Travelers of Hartford, the A4%tna of Hartford, and 
the London Guarantee and Accident of London. The pooling agreement 
will not be limited to any number of bureau companies, but to all writ- 
ing liability business in Massachusetts. 





New Form of Agreement in Excise Reinsurance. 

A new form of excise reinsurance agreement for the ensuing bond year 
commencing October 1 was decided upon at a meeting of the Excise 
Reinsurance Agreement held last week at the office of the Fidelity and 
Casualty Company of New York. Although it is doubtful if there will 
be any profit on the business, this matter was carried by a large vote. 
Another assessment of $50,000 was made on the companies in the cur- 
rent year’s pool for the payment of claims, which followed a like assess- 
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ment made a little more than two weeks ago. Three members of the 
present agreement withdrew from the organization as follows: Federal 
Union Surety of Indianapolis, Pacific Coast Casualty of San Francisco, 
and the Bankers Surety of Cleveland, which was reinsured some time 
ago by the Maryland Casualty of Baltimore. Incorporated in the agree- 
ment are two new companies, the Southern Surety of St. Louis, Mo., 
and the Empire State Surety of New York. The Casualty Company of 
America, which has been considering entering the agreement, did not 
participate. 





Prominent Men at Dinner. 

Among the guests at the dinner given by William B. Joyce, president 
of the National Surety Company of New York, to the executives of the 
various surety companies at the Metropolitan Club last week, were: 

President Morgan G. Bulkeley of the A®tna Accident and Liability 
Company; President Edwin Warfield, of the Fidelity and Deposit Com- 
pany; President Corwin McDowell of the New England Casualty Com- 
pany; President T. J. Falvey of the Massachusetts Bonding and Insur- 
ance Company; President Robert J. Hillas of the Fidelity and Casualty 
Company; A. Duncan Reid, general manager of the Globe Indemnity 
Company; President Albert J. Hopkins of the Illinois Surety Company; 
President David W. Armstrong, Jr., of the Empire State Surety Com- 
pany; President F. W. Lafrentz of the American Surety Company; Presi- 
dent Louis A. Watres of the Title Guaranty and Surety Company; Charles 
F. Frizzell, executive superintendent of the Royal Indemnity Company, 
and many others prominent in the surety world. 





American Mortgage Stock to be Underwritten. 

Such of the stock of the American Mortgage Insurance Company, of 
which H. A. Luther, former manager of agencies for the North American 
Accident, is president, as is not taken by the directors and their friends 
has been underwritten by Loftis & Co., a Chicago brokerage house. 
Mr. Loftus was formerly an agency organizer for the North American 
Accident, but soon outgrew the limitations of that business. He is an 
experienced agency man, however, and he proposes to organize the 
agency force as the stock is placed. He expects to sell much of it to fire 
insurance agents and other insurance men, as throughout the West, 
where most of the farm mortgages originate. The insurance agent is 
often engaged in the loan and real estate business, and therefore can 
combine the two functions. 





Resigns as Vice-President of Empire State Surety. 

A. B. Palmerton, vice-president of the Empire State Surety of New 
York, and well known in surety circles, has resigned to go with the 
A®itna Accident and Liability of Hartford. He will be located in the 
head office of that company and will act as assistant to assistant secre- 
tary Daniel L. Gage, who is manager of the company’s newly established 
fidelity and surety department. Mr. Palmerton was with the Aétna In- 
demnity for a number of years, and when that company retired he be- 
came connected with the United States Fidelity and Guaranty Company, 
where he remained until the reorganization of the Empire State Surety. 
He was under Mr. Gage in the old Aitna Indemnity, and his close asso- 
ciation with him was responsible for the latest change. 





Merged Companies to Write Plate Glass Insurance. 

At a meeting of the stockholders of the New England Casualty and 
the Bay State Surety and Liability, held at Boston for the purpose of 
merging the two companies under the former name, as reported in THE 
SPECTATOR of last week, forty-one directors were elected, fifteen of 
whom were formerly with the Bay State company. The company voted 
to amend the charter so as to permit it to write plate glass insurance, 
and Harry F. Dolly, formerly manager of that department for the Pru- 
dential Casualty of Indianapolis, was placed in charge. With its in- 
creased resources the company may extend into other lines. 





Soliciting Liability Business for British Lloyds. 

Bankers in New York have been solicited by J. F. Hayden & Co. of 
Providence to take liability insurance in a Londen Lloyds. An inquiry 
addressed to the Rhode Island Insurance Commissioner as to the firm 
named was answered as follows: 

We have your inquiry about the firm of J. F. Hayden & Co. of Providence. 
We had an inquiry concerning F, Hayden, or the J. F. Hayden Company, 
supposed to be doing business at 76 Dorrance street, Providence, in March, 1911. 
An investigation was made at that time and we found that many letters had 
come to 76 Dorrance street addressed to J. F. Hayden or J. F. Hayden & Co., or 


the Underwriters and Inspection Company, which had been returned to the 
postoffice undelivered. All our efforts to reach J. F.. Hayden here in Providence 
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have been fruitless. Our last advices are that he has an office in Providence to 
which he comes occasionally, and that a considerable amount of mail is de- 
livered here which reaches him, though in what manner we are unable to learn. 
We are further informed that he represents the “British Lloyds” and is solicit- 
ing risks from bankers pretty much all over the country. e have at different 
times since 1910 tried to get more information about this man or the concern 
which he popeenents, but we have never beén able to reach anyone willing to 
admit that he is connected with him or with the J Hayden Company. 
Neither J. F. Hayden nor the J. F. Hayden Company is authorized to represent 
any insurance company transacting business in Rhode Island. They are not 
licensed as agents or as brokers by this Department, and if you have any in- 
formation which might be of assistance to us in locating either the individual or 
the firm and connecting them with any business transacted by either in Rhode 
Island I would thank you to communicate with me. Yours truly, 
: (Signed) CHAS. C. GRAY, Insurance DP isiitesbenae, 
Providence, June 8, 1912. 





To Rescind Previous Resolution. 

The Plate Glass Underwriters Association held a special meeting 
Thursday last at the office of the New Amsterdam Casualty Company, 
for the purpose of taking action on the request of one of the members, 
who asked that the resolutions adopted at the meeting held the week 
previous regarding the rates on risks which had not been insured for 
six weeks be reconsidered. It was decided to rescind the resolution, as 
the bureau committee expects to be able to report a satisfactory rating 
plan within a month. 





Death of Joseph L. Barnum. 

Joseph L. Barnum, aged seventy-five years, secretary and general 
manager of the National Accident of New York, died Friday night last 
at his apartment in the Hudson Arms at Fort Washington avenue and 
179th street as the result of the shock following the death of his 
daughter-in-law, Mrs. Edward Barnum, who died a week previous. Mr. 
Barnum was born in Norwalk, Conn., but had lived in New York for 
years. He organized the National Accident Society. 





To Insure Bank Deposits. 

Insurance Commissioner J. 8. Darst of West Virginia has authorized 
the incorporation of the Depositors Guaranty and Surety Company, which 
has been organized for the purpose of insuring bank deposits. The 
company will have a capital of $1,000,000, divided into 200,000 shares, 
with a par value of $5 each. ‘ 





‘*Causes of Disability,”” by Harbaugh. 

“C, H. Harbaugh, M. D.—Dear Sir: Your book, ‘Causes of Disability,’ has 
been of much value to me in adjusting various claims. I am now ordering one 
for a friend, superintendent of an industrial sick and accident company.’’—E. D. 
Hunter, M. D., Norfolk, Va. 





License Granted Employers Mutual Casualty. 


DES MOINES, June 17.--The Employers Mutual Casualty of Des 
Moines has been granted a license by the State Insurance Department. 
This concern has stirred up considerable comment and numerous com- 
plaints among other casualty men in Iowa. It was organized nearly two 
years ago by the Iowa State Manufacturers Association. Articles were 
not filed owing to certain requirements of the law and no license was 
issued. It was charged by other casualty companies that John Eddy, 
who is connected with the company, was soliciting casualty insurance at 
mutual rates and reinsuring the risks in an Eastern stock company at 
the same mutual rate. The incorporators include G. A. Wrightman, sec- 
retary of the Iowa Manufacturers Association; Jesse A. Miller of Des 
Moines, who is legal counsel for the concern; J. D. Wallingford of Des 
Moines, an attorney; C. Christopherson, and John Eddy. 





Important Meetings Scheduled. 


August 18-16.—International Association of Casualty and Surety Underwriters, 
Old Point Comfort. 
October 16.—Liability Insurance Association, New York. 





Casualty Notes. 

—The head office of the Wisconsin Casualty of Fond du Lac has been removed 
to Green Bay, Wis. 

—E. R. Hunt & Co. have been appointed resident managers to succeed J. B. 
Carr & Sons, agents of the American Casualty for Philadelphia and vicinity. 

—J. G. Little has been appointed special agent for Iowa for the Royal In- 
demnity, with headquarters at Waterloo. He has been at Sioux City for the 
Fidelity and Casualty of New York. 

—The Southern Insurance Company of Nashville, Tenn., has made application 
for a license in Mississippi to do a life, health and accident business. N. A. 
Mott of Yazoo City will represent the company in the State. 

—Samuel H. Shriver has been placed in charge of the New York office of the 
United States Fidelity and Guaranty of Baltimore, Md., to handle the business 
until a successor to the late Sylvester J. O’Sullivan has been selected. 

—Representatives of organized labor affiliated with the State Federation of 
Labor will attend the session of the State Industrial Accidents Commission at 
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Harrisburg on July 3 to discuss the provisions of the proposed Pennsylvania 
workmen’s compensation act. 

—Commissioner of Insurance and Banking Gill of Texas, who has found that 
certain insurance companies are continuing in the practice of writing accumula- 
tion policies and also giving rebates, has announced that prosecutions are to 
follow in each instance where such violations have been discovered. 

—The New England Casualty of Boston was elected a member of the Work- 
mens Compensation and Information Bureau at a meeting of the governing com- 
mittee, held Thursday last. The remainder of the meeting was taken up with the 
consideration of the rates to be filed with the Massachusetts Insurance Com- 
missioner. 


—The schedule of rates to apply on business under the new employer’s liability 
and workmen’s act, which goes into effect in Massachusetts, July 1, has been 
adopted by the Workmens Compensation and Information Bureau. The Manual 
of Rates and Rules has been forwarded to Commissioner of Insurance Hardison 
of Massachusetts, who has power to pass on the work before it becomes effective. 


—The Burglary Insurance Underwriters Association has been notified that the 
American Bankers Association has granted the privilege to the various burglary 
companies of the use of its copyrighted bank burglary and robbery policy for all 
banks, whether members or non-members. This is interesting because of the 
fact that Commissioner of Insurance Ekern of Wisconsin recently prohibited the 
use of the association’s copyrighted form in that State. 


—The case of the General Accident Fire and Life Assurance Corporation of 
Perth against Charles H. Franklin and others of the Workmens Compensation 
Service and Information Bureau resulting from the fight between the Géneral 
and Bureau companies for the business of New York brokers has reached the 
Appellate Division of the New York Supreme Court. The suit was brought last 
fall and is the direct outgrowth of the Bureau deciding to pay twenty-five per cent 
for the business taken from the General. The action was subsequently rescinded. 


—The Western Casualty and Guaranty of Dallas, Tex., has recently been 
licensed in Colorado, and will immediately arrange to begin business there. J. T. 
Mitchell, manager of the liability department, will spend July in developing the 
territory in his department, and Special Agent Jas. F. Maxwell will developp the 
field for the accident and health departments. C. S. McDonald has been ap- 
pointed agent for the accident and health department at Fort Worth, Tex., and 
R. M. Boyd, district manager at Waco. 

—Rufus M. Potts, who resigned recently as manager of the Reisch Indemnity 
Company of Springfield, is organizing an inter-insurance concern to carry em- 
ployers’ liability and workmen’s compensation risks under the new Illinois law, 
Mr. Potts, in the closing days of the special session, secured the amendment of 
the bill in the Illinois Legislature, permitting the writing of such risks by 
mutual companies, so as to include inter-insurance concerns, provided they can 
satisfy the Insurance Department as to the adequacy of their rates and plans. 





Surety Notes. 
--H. H. Stryker, president of the Surety Association of America, has tendered 
his resignation, to take effect September 30, and it has been accepted. Mr. 
Stryker has not made public his future plans. 


—Walter Bucklin has been elected executive vice-president of the Massa- 
chusetts Employers Association. Mr. Bucklin, who was formerly a broker in 
surety business, will have charge of the funds of the association, as well as 
directing the underwriting. 


—There is a rumor current that the companies which are not members of the 
Surety Association of America are considering the advisability of joining. The 
association has effected several changes in its rules making it possible for 
outsiders to become members. 

—John Sullivan, for several years with the Massachusetts Bonding and Insur- 
ance Company of Boston, has been appointed resident assistant secretary of the 
New England Casualty, also of Boston, in charge of its business in the office of 
Rice & Whitney, branch office manager for the surety bond department. 


—E. P. Melson, president of the Missouri State Life of St. Louis, has been 
elected to the new position of chairman of the board of directors of the Southern 
Surety Company of St. Louis. Mr. Melson last year sold his controlling in- 
terest in the Missouri State Life and has recently increased his interest in the 
Southern Surety. 


—The National Surety Company of New York has appointed Cochran’s In- 
surance Agency general agents for Houston territory of Southeastern Texas, 
succeeding Belk & Co., and Rice & Burns, who have consolidated, retaining the 
agency of the American Surety Company. J. Arthur Allen and John P. Des- 
marais are now associated with the agency, both having had quite extensive 
experience in surety and casualty lines. 


—The Kentucky Court of Appeals has decided that the contract of a bonding 
company must be substantially complied with in grder to compel it to pay a loss. 
The United States Fidelity and Guaranty Company has secured a new trial in its 
case against the Foster Deposit Bank from. Mason county. The cashier de- 
faulted for $16,000, and it was ascertained later that the books of the institution 
had not beef examined at stated periods, as prescribed in the bond. The lower 
court held that this did not affect the situation. 








TOO LATE FOR CLASSIFICATION. 


—Fire insurance companies are notifying their Western agencies that accounts 
current for July and subsequent months must be rendered in accordance with 
the agency expense provisions of the co-operation agreement between the Western 
Union and the Western Insurance Bureau. 
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